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By David Rottenberg - ¢ :

The names of the exotic dess,

tinations sparkled on the
— Copenhagen, Helsink
Petersburg, Tallin — ci

“"occurred stand’side ‘by side

with new glass and:steel struc- -

tures. These cities were all-on

the route of popular Baltic Sea:
cruises that a number . of

cruise lines ‘operate. I was for:
tunate to - be  sailing .on
Silversea Crulses vessel Silve
Wind. . ..
: Crulsmg is one of the most
enjoyable ways to visit inter-

~ esting ports of call. One needs
. to unpack and settle in to a

cabin only once. Food is gen-

erally good. And the ‘moving

hotel usually stays in port long
enough for passengers toget a
taste if not the essence of each
stop o SRR

- Sailing on Sllversea is spe-
cial. Perhaps that is why Tm

on my third Voyage The'qual-

ity of the experrence is among
the best. ’

“ The vessels carry fewer: pas—
sengers even though the ships

are large and’ ‘comfortable.

The ratio of staff to passen-
gers, by’ conttast, is high. In
the dlmng room, Where white

“which - world shaplngevents :

‘might, usually with 'd

Silver Wind is part of the Silversea Cruises fle

-gloved -servers- hover- beside- -

their table statlons glasses are

dlsappear Ladies are escortéd
by maitre d’s’to, their ‘tables
and waiters qulckly appear to
carry brlmmm plates from

“"The large cabms with walk-
in closets and roomy full baths

beds are’ ‘turned do -

chocolajte left on the pi ow" for
Weet dreams

‘ent 't nment

aiming apoara Siversea

cabins to dmmg rooms and
other"areas. Yet, the vessels
offer a"choice of restaurants
stores for shopplng, casino,

bar, ‘gym and spa areas. A thes

ater is the venue for mghtly
- featuring
sop lstrcated acts and’ 1nform—
ative da11y lectures. :

“Being - smaller “ahd " not
drawmg as much Silversea

vessels ‘often’ ‘can ‘enter and

: moor where larger vessels

: That means that more
unusual
can “bhe’

scheduled. Once

moored; ‘Silversea staff pre- -

arrange a selection ‘of tours

It isn't as far to walk from :

xotic destmatrons i

that are appealmg and fasc1—

nating. For example, in St
Petersburg, passengers visited
the Hermitage on a private
tour dfter hours (avoiding the
crush of daytlme crowds) and;
after touring- the magnificent
art -~ collections,  they were
entertained by a privaté con-
cert played by ) full talented
orchestra.” = .

‘Each of ‘the 01t1es v151ted
featured unique ‘history”and
attractions: :Copenhagen had
its'canals ‘and Tivoli Gardens.
Helsinki = offered : unusual
churches and homage to
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son. Tallin glowed with a

sense of freedom from
Russian rule and combined
the history. of its old town”
with an emphasis on “green-
ness” .and :
Petersburg

~reflected the

squandered  wealth vof ' the:

Romanoffs, czars who grew so
rich by exploiting their semi-
slave serfs, they could build
over 150 palaces in the city
and fill the Hermitage with
the finest art of the Western
world. '

. 'The culslne on board the

Silver Wind was so good that

_most passengers ate on board

even on days when they went
ashore. One could eat dinner
in the main dining room, or in
a theme Italian restaurant

that featured each night the
- cuisine of a different.region of
the country. Many passengers"

also paid a small' premium to
dine at a Relais & Chateau
restaurant where special dish-
es were astonishingly paired
to superb  wines. Food,
whether fine dining or 51mpler

fare, was usually available

somewhere on the ship all
during the day. Room service

was available round the clock.”

Executive - ‘Chef - Laurent

Austrui-trained in France'and :
worked ‘at major hotels in
Switzerland, England and -

Canada before being called to

the sea. He has worked on ves-_
sels. for over 17 yea;rs, six of

them with Silversea, . .
It is quite a task to. prepare

several thousand meals a day
“in the somewhat small galley

and with the small kitchen
staff. “It 1 1s hard Work but you

. ecology. St

\Restaurant
Association.. Send comments
to. the editor@sddt.com.’ All

he said. “We can “anticipate
how many dishes- of each
menu item we need to _pre-
pare, how many bottles of

.wine . we will serve, even the

number of eggs we use.” ‘

Nightly - cuisine included
such “fine - dishes ‘as King
Prawns Marinated In' Indian’
Spices and Roasted Filet of

Beef With Jalapeno and

Cilantro Dressing. Menus were
large and changed daily. And,
if ‘a passenger wanted some-

thing special, -every effort was
~usually made to accommodate.

One of the nicest features of
a Silversea experience is that it
is all inclusive.: All food,
drinks, wine and even liquor
are included. There are no
extra or hidden charges.
Passengers are not concerned
with signing chits every time
they order a drink. T1pp1ng is
alsonot on the agenda. All tips
are included in the price.
“When it comes to"accom-
modation, ‘cuisine, -entertain-
ment ~and - destinations,
Silversea Cruises offers float-

“ing luxury. I certainly experi-

enced it all on the Silver Wind.
For more information and a

‘list-of upcoming cruise oppor-

tunities, visit silverseacruis-

€8.COIMN.
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